The effect of taurine on kindled seizures in the rat.
Recently, it has been reported that taurine, an amino acid with anticonvulsant properties, does not suppress experimental seizures generated by the "kindling" technique. This finding seems somewhat paradoxical since taurine antagonizes other sorts of experimental convulsion and since kindled seizures are easily suppressed by other anticonvulsant drugs. Further tests were therefore conducted during which taurine's anticonvulsant effects were assessed: (1) when kindling stimulation was dropped to near-threshold levels; (2) when cortical as well as limbic kindled foci were stimulated; (3) when developing as well as fully kindled seizures were involved; and (4) when taurine was introduced directly into the ventricles of the brain. Even in these tests which were specifically designed to favour the appearance of anticonvulsant effects, no taurine antagonism of kindled seizures was found.